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To become a Certificated Flight Instructor (CFI) under the Federal Aviation Administration (FAA),
you must meet specific eligibility criteria, complete required training, and pass several examinations.

Here's a comprehensive guide to the process:

Eligibility Requirements:
1. Age: You must be at least 18 years old.
2. Language Proficiency: You must be able to read, speak, write, and understand the English
language.
3. Pilot Certificate: You must hold either a commercial pilot certificate or an airline transport pilot
certificate with:
- An aircraft category and class rating appropriate to the flight instructor rating sought.

- An instrument rating, or privileges on your pilot certificate that are appropriate to the flight
instructor rating sought, if applying for:

- A flight instructor certificate with an airplane category and single-engine class rating.

- A flight instructor certificate with an airplane category and multiengine class rating.

- A flight instructor certificate with a powered-lift rating.

- A flight instructor certificate with an instrument rating.

Training Requirements:

- Fundamentals of Instruction (FOI): Gain knowledge in areas such as the learning process, human
behavior, effective communication, teaching methods, and evaluation techniques.

- Flight Instruction Techniques: Develop skills to teach flight maneuvers, emergency procedures,

and navigation.
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- Lesson Planning: Learn to create comprehensive lesson plans covering various flight training
topics.
- Ground and Flight Training: Receive instruction from an authorized flight instructor to prepare for

the practical test.

Examinations:
1. Knowledge Tests:

- Fundamentals of Instruction (FOI) Exam: Assesses your understanding of instructional principles.

- Flight Instructor Knowledge Exam: Evaluates your knowledge specific to the category and class
of aircraft for which you seek instructor privileges.
2. Practical Test (Checkride):

- Oral Examination: Demonstrate your instructional knowledge and ability to effectively

communicate aviation concepts.

- Flight Test: Showcase your proficiency in performing and teaching flight maneuvers.

Additional Considerations:

- Medical Certificate: While a medical certificate is not explicitly required to obtain a flight instructor
certificate, you must hold at least a third-class medical certificate when acting as pilot-in-command
during instruction.

- Experience Requirements: Accumulate sufficient flight experience, including specific hours in the
category and class of aircraft you intend to instruct.

- Endorsements: Obtain necessary endorsements from authorized instructors to qualify for the

knowledge tests and practical test.

For detailed information and guidance, refer to the FAA's official resources on becoming a pilot and
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flight instructor.

By fulfilling these requirements and successfully completing the examinations, you can obtain your

FAA Certificated Flight Instructor (CFI) certificate, enabling you to instruct aspiring pilots.



