
 

Preparing a Winning Application to 
Secure Flight Training Scholarships 

Introduction 
Winning a flight training scholarship can make all the difference in your aviation journey. 

But success isn’t about luck — it’s about preparation, professionalism, and presentation. 

This guide will walk you through the steps to submit an outstanding application that gives 

you the best chance to secure funding. 

1. Understand the Scholarship Requirements 
Start by thoroughly reading the scholarship’s eligibility requirements. Many scholarships 

require you to be a member of aviation organizations such as the EAA (Experimental 

Aircraft Association), Ninety-Nines (for women pilots), or AOPA (Aircraft Owners and Pilots 

Association). These memberships are affordable and offer excellent resources and 

networking opportunities. Always confirm you qualify before applying. Note all required 

documents such as essays, letters of recommendation, and deadlines. Keep a calendar to 

track due dates so you can apply early. 

2. Submit a Professional Application 
Never submit a handwritten application. Use software like Adobe Acrobat, OpenPDF, or 

pdfFiller to create a clean, fillable PDF version. Make sure your application is free from 

grammar and spelling mistakes. Sloppy formatting or missing information eliminates over 

80% of applicants. By submitting a well-organized and professional application, you set 

yourself apart from the majority. 

3. Building a Winning Resume 
Your resume should highlight aviation-related experience, volunteer work, and community 

involvement. Even a few hours of flight instruction or attending a ground school course 

should be included. Use tools like Resume-Now.com or ChatGPT to build a polished resume 

that’s error-free and clearly outlines your qualifications. Mention any aviation group 

memberships, events you've attended, or outreach programs you’ve been part of. 



4. Writing an Impactful Essay 
Your essay should be passionate, personal, and connected to your aviation goals. Start 

strong by highlighting your accomplishments and why you need the scholarship. Explain 

how the funds will fit into your overall flight training plan. If you've already started training, 

share how many hours you've completed and what's left. Be clear on your backup plan if the 

scholarship is not awarded. Outline where you'll be in 1, 2, and 5 years — use your career 

roadmap as a guide. Avoid impersonal intros like 'Dear Sir' and focus on showing how you'll 

give back to the aviation community. Be sure to mention your current certifications like a 

student pilot license or medical certificate. 

5. Choosing the Right Personal Reference 
Follow reference instructions precisely. Choose someone who knows your aviation 

commitment — flight instructors, school officials, or aviation professionals carry the most 

weight. Always confirm whether the application allows one or more references and stick to 

the number required. 

6. Do’s and Don’ts 
Do: 

- Use spell check and AI tools to correct grammar 

- Proofread your entire application 

- Research the scholarship organization’s mission 

- Tailor your essay to match their values 

- Apply to multiple scholarships 

- Keep your essay relevant to aviation 

- Show how you’ll finance training without the scholarship 

- Be detail-oriented and thorough 

 

Don't: 

- Miss deadlines 

- Submit sloppy or incomplete forms 

- Exceed word count limits 

- Write generic essays not tied to your story 



- Forget to include a plan for completing your training 

Final Thoughts 
Approach your scholarship application as if it’s your first aviation job interview. Your 

professionalism, planning, and passion can turn your dream of becoming a pilot into reality 

— and it all starts with a winning application. 


